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CONTENT
The examinations of the CSET are criterion referenced. A criterion-
referenced test is designed to measure an examinee’s knowledge 
and skills in relation to an established standard rather than in 
relation to the performance of other examinees.

Each test in the program is designed to measure a specific set of 
knowledge, skills, and/or abilities reflecting the subject area taught. 
The sets of subject matter requirements for all examinations of the 
CSET were defined in conjunction with committees of California 
educators and approved by the CTC.

Test materials matched to these subject matter requirements 
were developed using, in part, textbooks, California curriculum 
frameworks, California K–12 Student Academic Content Standards, 
Common Core State Standards as adopted by California, teacher 
education curricula, and CTC preparation program standards. The 
materials were developed through consultation with and approved 
by committees of California educators, teacher educators, and 
other content and assessment specialists. 

TEST DATES
Dates vary according to subject 
test.  Scroll to the bottom of this 
webpage, choose your subject and 
click through each step to find dates.  
There are multiple test centers and 
multiple days per month.

FEES
Fees vary per test, but range from 
about $75 - $100 per subtest, can 
have up to 4 subtests.



Computer-Based Test Center Locations:


